[Second neoplasms in children with solid tumours in the years 1992-2007. Experiences of Gdańsk medical academy].
The occurrence of a second tumour is a severe complication of neoplastic disease and its treatment, and it reduces the patient's chances to survive. The aim of the study was to assess the frequency of a second neoplasm and its clinical course in children treated in Gdańsk in the years 1992-2007. There were 420 children and young adults included in the study. They were treated for malignant tumours in this period in the Department of Paediatrics, Haematology, Oncology and Endocrinology Medical Academy of Gdańsk. The medical records of these patients were analysed. The second neoplasm was diagnosed in 9 patients, aged 9 to 23 years. They were treated for nephroblastoma - 3 cases, soft tissue sarcoma - 2, Ewing's sarcoma - 1, medulloblastoma - 1, retinoblastoma - 1 and neuroblastoma - 1 case. The second neoplasms were: acute non lymphoblastic leukaemia - 2, soft tissue sarcoma - 2, osteosarcoma - 2, chondrosarcoma - 1, renal cell carcinoma - 1 and glioblastoma multiforme - 1 case. Time between the first and second diagnosis was from 3 and 11/12 to 19 years. Treatment failed in 5 out of 9 children treated for osteosarcoma (2/2), chondrosarcoma (1/1), soft tissue sarcoma (1/2) and acute non lymphoblastic leukaemia (1/2). These patients died of progression of neoplastic disease during 2 to 20 months after the diagnosis of the second tumour. The diagnosis of the second tumour worsens the prognosis. It is difficult to define the factors that predispose to the second neoplasm. In 5 cases the second neoplasm occurred in the region which was previously irradiated.